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Hof fa's Accuser Is in the Center of a Labor Furor in Louisiana 1 



By MARTIN WALDRON 

Special to The New York Times a ; s > 

NEW ORLEANS, .-Aug; - 
While Edward G.'^ Partin, a 
43-year-'oIcI~ornciai of the Iritr- fc; 
national Brotherhood of Team- 
sters, testified this week before 
a Federal grand jury here that li, ; 
he had been offered a "million- f 
dollar bribe” to change his tes- |? 
timony against the union’s 
international president, James gx-v 
R. Hoffa, the following actions fcj 
were in progress: 

LTwcnty-five members of j-W 
Mr. Partin’s teamster Local 5 
were suing him for $100,000, m§ 
asserting that he had stolen 1 1 f 
union funds. j 

CThe United States attorney r ; !.j 
in New Orleans continued to |n? 
hold in abeyance, a five-year- |j|| . 
old indictment -charging Mr. f _'•» 
Partin with stealing money 
from his union. > j 

CA ready - mixed - concrete |i|J& 
company was accusing Mr. 

Partin of conspiring with a , : : i 

Louisiana industrialist and 
some other concrete concerns j 
to corner the concrete market >; 
in the state. 

f Several Louisiana lawyers, 
who were hired by union mem- 
bers opposing Mr. Partin and 
by a concrete company, were 

trying to prove that Mr. Partin 

had built a $500,000 automo- 
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:| ! trolled by the Dunhams. 

| | Mr. Hunt testified that he 
r did not know who owned the 
I race track and added that he 
| had never heard that Mr. Par- 
: tin did. 

I "Did Mr. Partin, to your 
i knowledge, make any effort to 
j obtain contributions from in- 
dustrial concerns by way either 
1 of use of equipment, materials 
■ or use of labor in connection 
of this race track?” Mr. Hunt 
; was asked. 

! "Not to my knowledge," Mr. 
Hunt said. 

1 Mr. Hunt said that he was 
t not in a position to know if! 
any material had been donated 
by any company toward con- 
struction of the race track. He 
said that he was not familiar 
1 with the procedures used by 
his construction crews. 

> Partin Denies Ownership 
Last Thursday, while waiting 
* to testify before the Federal 
; grand jury at New Orleans, 
iMr. Partin said he had no con- 
! nection with the race track. 

| In Daytona Beach, Fla., offi- 
cials of the National Stock Car 
Automobile Racers said that 
j the Baton Rouge Speedway had 
applied May 22, 1967, for a 
_ sanction, which was granted. 
NASCAR said the application 



bers of the International Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers in 
the Baton Rouge area became 
involved in a dispute over juris- 
diction in unloading electrical 
supplies at construction sites, 
and both unions set up picket 
lines. 

More than 20 major manu- 
facturers who were building 
factories along the Mississippi 
River halted construction. A 
spokesman for the companies 
said that they had been forced 
to pay premiums to keep labor 
peace, that members of the 
union had caused work slow- 
downs and that they were 
forced to hire more employes 
than were needed. 

Shutdown Still in Effect 

The shutdown still was in 
effect this weekend, but Gov. 
John J. McKeithen said he 
‘hoped’ that some construction 
would resume next week. 

In July, the Governor called 
a special session of the Legis- 
lature to create a commission 
to investigate labor and man- 
agement "racketeering” in Lou- 
isiana. 

The commission began func- 



tionrnf' last 


week but has not 


yet held a 


■ hearings. 


Mr. Part 


n said the labor 


shutdown w 


a? designed to force 


him to cha 


nge his testimony 


against Hofi 


a. 


The unio 


: leader also as- 


serted that 


: had been offered 


large sums 


of money if he 


would agree 


to change the tes- 


timony tha 


he had given 


against Hoffa. i 


A source 


close to Federal 


officers wh 


investigated Mr. 


Partin’s a=st 


■.lion reported that 


the teams'c 


r official said he 


had been c 


,'cred S 1 50,000 by 


a Baton 7 


cage businessman 


and $50,000 


by a state judge. 


Attorney 


General Ramsey 


Clark two a 


•oaks ago assigned 


Michael T. E 


ostein of Washing- 


ton as a so: 


rial attorney to as- 


sist the Ur 


■ '. States District 


Attorney i.i 


Orleans, Louis 


C. Lacour. 


investigating the 


bribery cla- 


is. 


A Unite::' 


States grand jury 


was convex 


in New Orleans 


on last T] . 


v’ay to hear Mr. 


Partin. 


■ ; other witnesses 


had been s 


enaed to testify: 


about the 


bribery offers on 


Aug. 9. 







bile race track, which went into pany charged $15 a yard for for the sanction, for the Baton! 

operation near Baton Rouge the concrete he said Rouge International Speedway] 

this summer The next d ’ teamster mem . was signed by "Ed Partin/ 1 j 

^Construction was shut , In answer to the AlteX: 

down in an expanding indus- . s . wa * . °“ J 0 * 3 * Mr charges, Mr. Partin said there! 

trial complex along the Missis- Williams said. had been a general conspiracy 

sippi River because of chaotic “Did the teamsters give you to force him out of a position 

labor conditions. nny reason when they walked authority in the union andi 

Hoffa’s Hall off?” Mr. Williams was asked to ® et b™ to change the test!-; 

, , , , , , , mony that he gave against 

Local 5 has its headquarters by one of the AUex lawyers, pjoffa j n 1954. 

in a long union hall on the out- “No, sir, nobody knew why,” In an ar t i c f e that he wrote 
skirts of Baton Rouge. The he said. “They said they didn’t for Life mag azine in 1964, Mr. 
hall, known as Hoffa’s Hall be- Partin said he began to break 

fore Hoffa was convicted of Mr. Williams said a Gulf em- w j th Hoffa in 1962 because 

jury tampering in Tennessee in P ] °y e . who was supervising the Hoffa had suggested to him! 
1964, is rented out weekly for J°h. told him to buy the con- that s enator Robert F. Ken-! 
professional wrestling. from Lou ,!j; ian ? ?eady nedy, who was then Attorney] 

In an office in the hall, Ed- Mix Company. The L ° u >s'ana General, should be assassinated.' 
ward Grady Partin runs a con- Ready Mix price was $19.40 a j n Junei 1962> a Federal 

troversial union local that has ^ M Jj w >'l>ams testified grand j urv in Louisiana indicted 

not paid its dues. to the inter-i and the Gulf employe said Gulf| Mr Parti ' n on 26 CO unts charg- 

*. 1 — L-, — Gx.r.lULO uld i.QLck unL. f>v tra • ... i j... . 1 
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now: "super-dry' 



h. \ 

\ : K ^ 

\ \['hi 







Loc^f 5 has only a small per- Ted R- Dunham Jr., to buy; the funds of said local union on! 
centage of truck driver mem- Louisiana Ready Mix Company. numerous occasions.” 
bers. Mr. Partin described it ar, d that the Dunhams in re- • They asked for a $100,000 
as a general local and said it turn had agreed to buy cement judgment, 
had members from many trades, f rom Lone Star. The civil suit followed an un- 

includir.g construction workers, Because of the suit, the Dun- successful effort by an assist- 
bakers and food handlers. In hams have declined to discuss ant business agent of Local 5, 
the recent prosperous years in the situation, but they and Mr. a. G. Klein Jr., and e teamster 
Baton Rouge, the local has had Partin have issued a general member, Joseph D. Albin, to 
as many as 1,500 temporary denial of the charge by Altex. get the international union to 
members in addition to its reg- Lawyers for Altex have not dismiss Mr. Partin, 
ular members. yet taken depositions pertain- Mr. Klein was found crushed 

In the last 14 years, Mr. mg to what part they assert to death under a truck in 1962: 
Partin has been involved almost that Mr. Partin played in the while this appeal was pending, 
continually in controversy. He “conspiracy.” Mr. Albin is still pressing the 

has been shot twice and knifed Speedway Investigated civil su it. 

once, he said. ^ u Judge West would not allow' 

The Dunhams were men- - f . . . ,i 



once, 1 


e said. 


Cc 


evicted of Burglary 


Since 


leaving home in Wood- 


ville, ?• 


iss., more than 25 years 


aao, ' 


ir. Partin has been 


ch?.:v 


v/ith burglary, rape, 


man.-. 


’.•hter and kidnapping, 


amev. 


other offenses. How- 


ever, ! 


e has been convicted 


onb* 


burglary and some 


other : 


inor offenses, such as 


reck! : :• 


driving. 


K? ; 


.id that he was given a 


bad 


/act discharge from the 


Marin ; 


Coros after he struck 


an o:ru 


:er during a fit of tem- 



Speedway Investigated c ^ v d suit, 
rpj » Judge West would not allow; 

The Dunhams were men- the ci s viI suit to come to triaI 

tioned m another phase of the pending the outcome of the; 



International 



| the grand jury. 

I The civil suit was based on; 
; much the same allegations as! 



i or .Baton y n > s lawyers said that he might; 
, . be giving evidence against him-! 

chart. red se |f jf j, e wsle required to de-! 



. m ... T , icuu ninisen m me civil suit i 

of Ville Platte, La., Mrs. Mary b e f ore being brought to trial ! 



on the criminal action. 
Accused of Kidnapping 
In September, 1962, 



an officer during a fit of tem- The charter on file in the In September, 1962, Mr. 
per and that he once was Louisiana Secretary of State’s Partin was charged with kid- 

sentenced to a reformatory in office shows that Mrs. Thibo- napping in Baton Rouge after 

Washington, D. C., for break- deaux had 60 shares of stock he became involved in a dis- 
ing into pinball machines. and that the other two organ- pute while helping a friend gain 



; into pinball machines. and that the other two organ- 
Since 1962, Mr. Partin has izers had 20 shares each, 
en free on $50,000 bond on At the time, Mrs. Thibodeaux 



custody of his children. 
That charge was 



een ires on ^oo.uoo uunu uuj m me umc, nus. niiuuueciuA mat cnarge was Jater 
25-ccunt Federal indictmentj was a secretary at teamster dropped, but Mr. Partin was! 
harsing him with stealing; Local 5 and worked in the of-: held in jail without bond for 
nion funds. fice of Mr. Partin. Efforts tojseveral days, since kidnapping' 

In 1964, he testified that he find information about Mr. Syl-j in Louisiana is a capital of- 
ad heard his one-time friend, vester and Mrs. Foster were fense. During the time he was 



Hoff?., tell assistants to bribe unsucessful. 



jin jail without bond, Mr. Partin 



one or more members of a jury The race track was built on : told a jailer about the alleged 
that was trying Hoffa on a 67 acres of land leased fro.m threat to assassinate Robert 
charge of accepting a kickback Cal Broussard, Inp.ig.an-^iil^lp; jCehnedy. 
from a Detroit trucking com- 1965. A copy of the fe'ase on After the jailer told Federal 
pany. file in the Federal court a.t^officers about the conversation, 1 

Since that testimony, Federal Baton Rouge showed thru. MrluhV Justice Department began 
marshals have been assigned Partin had leased the' rand from an investigation. Mr. Partin, in 
to protect Mr. Partin. Cal Broussard, Inc., and that his Life magazine article, said 

“Ed Partin must have nerves on July 15, 1966, he assigned he agreed to work with the 
of steel,” an opposing lawyer his lease to Mrs. Thibodeaux Federal officials, who were try- 
said in Baton Rouge this week, for $400. ing to send Hoffa to jail on a 

“I don’t see how he sleeps at On July IS. 1967. Mrs. Thihn- vori^h. — ~ 



cvei -ary^ super-ur y gives 
the under-arm active pro- 
tection against both mois- 
ture and odor, with a 
unique new formula. 90- 
day supply, 3,00, 



® ©3 1 ® 
mir 6 1337 



•t . /\ 



uJG 6 1367 



Ml "W;l 



A i ' 

(IkiiL,?; 



- 



iialupps ! 

I v 

5 1 I 
. Ami ft L 




~^FTxsnon v ‘a vaHns 'ssm-x xxoa mzn. a£i 1 




■§ 



m wm 

% l 'AA': 



mm 

wwSmk 

00000/l0-0 :: 

wmmim 














• night with all : 
Many observ; 
scene in Baton 
that the chaoti 
tions that ha 
$482-million wo 
struction in and 
have resulted f 
Mr. Partin to' 
power in the 1 
market. 

Importance 
Much of th 
along the Miss:; 
■ tween Baton ?. 
Orleans depend 
supply of ready-; 

This spring, d 
Mixed Concrete 
Baton Rouge sc 
the Louisiana ?. 
pany, Inc., a:-,:! 
Cement Corpor 
number of liter 
ing that there 
to drive Ahct o 
The suit v. 
trust laws h: r . 
a United St?.:. , 
in Baton Rot t t. 

The essence): 
was containe r :.. 
en by Cleo 
struction sup t. 
Raymond Cor... 
pany of Baton .' 

In a derosi' 
Altex lawyers I- 
Williams said t: 
charge of a cons 
a Gulf Oil Coro; 
near Baton 
. 1966. 

One day, he 
bought 25* yard 
from Altex for a 



:t :r going on.” deaux answered a subpoena Mr. Partin was released from 
or; of the labor from the Federal court but re- jail in Baton Rouge, and hej 
; Rouge believe fused to answer questions about went to Nashville, where Hoffa 
tie labor condi- the race track. was being tried in October, 

sve shut down. Seeking the Truth 1962, on the charge of accepting 
u'th of new con- . a kickback from Commercial; 

around the city Drew McKinms of Baton Carriers, Inc. The jury was 
from moves by Rouge, one of the lawyers rep- unable to agree on a verdict 
consolidate his resenting Altex, said he was Mr. Partin said that during 
Louisiana labor trying to find out the truth. the trial he reported conversa- 
■ . Mr Partin, who was observ- tions between Hoffa and his 
of Concrete mg the taking of jhe deposition, associates, and in early 1964, 

i f in sa y : T ^ e t rUt h will Mr. Partin testified against 

:e construction kill you, Mr. McKinms.” Hoffa in the trial that resulted 

■■sinni RlVfir l)P- T3riir'A T Hnnf nroctrlonf • 7;.rr.i • 
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-tsippi River be- Bruce L. Hunt, president and in Hoffa’s conviction for jury 
touge and New owner of the A. A. A. Contract- tampering J * 

Is on a steady ing Company in Baton Rouge, since that time, the Federal 

^ 7 f,e f, m , a , d - ep0siti0n May u 16 d Government has held in abey- 
Altex Reddy 1967, that his company had ance the indictment against Mr 
t^crpoia.tion of built the race track under an Partin 

tied Mr. Partin; oral agreement with Mr. Syl- However, on July 21, 1967 

*‘V y Lone Star ve ^ er ’ H f , , after the Government had not 

;! s Lon f Star Mr. Hunt was asked what prosecuted the criminal indict- 

t...on, ■ plus a kind of work Mr. Sylvester did. me nt for five years, Judge West 
oauals, assert- I dont know,” Mr. Hunt agreed to allow the Lit by 
a F °a s P irac y said. Local 5 members to come to 

u Vr-deraPantl- works for?” Wh ° he tr,al ‘ No date has been set. 

. . pending in “No, I don’t.” Injunction Sought 

District Court Mr. Hunt said he had not On Aug, I, 1967, attorneys 
obtained a credit check or a for the 25 teamsters suing Mr. I 

. the Altex case financial statement on Mr. Partin, asked Judge West to 1 

testimony giv- Sylvester. enjoin Mr. Partin and Emile 

teams, a con- At the time of the deposition, Verbois, a friend of Mr. Partin’s! 
undent for the Mr. Hunt said that his comoanv in Local 5, from threatening 
to Pile Com- had done $513,769 worth of their clients. 

.touge. work on the track but had re- The petition said that it had} 

rion taken by ceived no payment. been “suggested” that the; 

?,si month, Mr. Photostats of A.A.A. Con- union members should with- 
hat he was in trading Company checks draw their names from the suit.! 
struction job on showed that $78,163 had gone “Plaintiffs fear for their lives! 
oration project to Anderson-Dunhanr Company and the safety of their prop- 1 
in December, and that $97,477 had gone tc erty,” the petition said. 

the Louisiana Ready Mix Con- Judge West has not set a 
- testified, he Crete Company for concrete date for a hearing on the peti- 
:s of concrete and asphalt. tion. 

test. The com- Both companies are con- Last May, Local 5 and mem- FIFTH 



now: dean and style 
your wig the 
professional way 

first spray on “wig 
klean” (6 oz. 1.00) and 
brush through, then set 
and spray with “wig 
spray” (6 oz. 1.00). final- 
ly, spray on “wig lustre” 
(6 oz. 1.25) to enhance 
color and sheen, add 
body, complete wig care 
kit by posner, 3 . 25 , 
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